BS6 – “I’m a Murderer?” Exodus 20:13
Timeless Truth: God’s Law for All Time (2)

Total Devotion ’08 - ‘09
As always, these Bible studies are meant to be done in tandem with the message given.  There are key points in each that will help you to understand this material better.  You can access the message on www.td.mbcla.org.
The Command

When God led Israel out of Egypt and established them as their own nation, His intention was for them to be unique and set apart in the world.  This was to be a nation whose King was God Himself!  Their governmental structure was to be one of a theocracy, where God Himself would be their King and governmental leader.  During the message, I asked you to imagine your small group as governmental leaders in Israel during this formative stage.  Via Moses, God has handed you The Ten Commandments to build your nation around.  Today, we consider His 6th commandment, “You shall not murder.”

1. Building on your small group discussion during the message time, further discuss why you think God gave this commandment.  

a. What is the purpose of this commandment?  What is God trying to accomplish?  
b. What issues do you anticipate arising in society?  

c. Attempt to write a precise definition of murder.

d. Are there any loopholes that you anticipate the people trying to find?
2. Both in Scripture and in criminal law, a distinction is made between murder and accidental death.  Look up Numbers 35:15-25 and read the following, making note of the differences between the two.  
a. Criminal distinctions

i. First Degree:  In most states, first-degree murder is defined as an unlawful killing that is both willful and premeditated, meaning that it was committed after planning or "lying in wait" for the victim. For example, Dan comes home to find his wife in bed with Victor. Three days later, Dan waits behind a tree near Victor's front door. When Victor comes out of the house, Dan shoots and kills him.
ii. Second Degree:  Second-degree murder is ordinarily defined as 1) an intentional killing that is not premeditated or planned, nor committed in a reasonable "heat of passion" or 2) a killing caused by dangerous conduct and the offender's obvious lack of concern for human life. Second-degree murder may best be viewed as the middle ground between first-degree murder and voluntary manslaughter.  For example, Dan comes home to find his wife in bed with Victor. At a stoplight the next day, Dan sees Victor riding in the passenger seat of a nearby car. Dan pulls out a gun and fires three shots into the car, missing Victor but killing the driver of the car.
iii. Voluntary Manslaughter:  Voluntary manslaughter is commonly defined as an intentional killing in which the offender had no prior intent to kill, such as a killing that occurs in the "heat of passion." The circumstances leading to the killing must be the kind that would cause a reasonable person to become emotionally or mentally disturbed; otherwise, the killing may be charged as a first-degree or second-degree murder.  For example, Dan comes home to find his wife in bed with Victor. In the heat of the moment, Dan picks up a golf club from next to the bed and strikes Victor in the head, killing him instantly.
b. What seems to be the primary distinguishing factor(s) between the killing and murder?  Does it really make any difference?  The end result is still the same: a person is dead.
3. In Genesis 9:6, God institutes capital punishment.  Why is this not considered murder?  It is willful and premeditated, isn’t it?
Imago Dei
4. Consider the significance of man being made imago Dei - in the image of God.  If this is the reason the Bible gives to justify capital punishment, it must be very important.   Discuss that 
a. Describe the different ways we bear God’s image.

b. When it comes down to it, what is truly at the heart of bearing the image of God?  Why is this so significant to Him?  Look for the heart or crux of the matter.

c. What aspect of the image of God exactly is being killed when we murder someone?
Real Murder?

We have considered the idea of murder on the physical, earthly plane.  But everything earthly is a pointer to something eternal.  We will now turn our focus from the physical to the spiritual.
5. Read the following passages and try to explain how being angry with your brother, or even hating your brother somehow correlates with murder in God’s eyes.  Do you think God is serious about this, or is this hyperbole?
a. Matthew 5:21 – 26 

b. 1John 3:14 – 16
c. What kind of anger and hatred are we talking about?  Is all anger murderous?  Is there such thing as righteous anger towards someone?  How are we to distinguish them?

6. Back to the image of God.  In what ways do certain types of anger towards others mar the image of God in them?
7. How are we to adjust our lives to the truth of these passages?  Does it mean that we’re never to get angry with anyone?  And if we do, we’ve committed murder?!
We Must Stop the Bleeding

It’s obvious that preserving and protecting His image in people is very important to God.  But for what purpose?  Since the fall, due to the sinfulness in the heart, man has been continually marring, slandering, abusing … essentially “murdering” that image in a variety of ways.
8. List at least three to five ways that society (which is made up of people) is continuing to further damage God’s image in mankind.  Discuss.
9. One of the most significant, successful, and damaging philosophical theories that Satan has promulgated is the Theory of Evolution (evil-ution, really).  This is one of Satan’s crown jewels.  
a. Discuss what is really at stake in stripping man from his Creator and what the implications for mankind really are in the teaching of this theory as true.
b. The Theory of Evolution does not make sense logically, scientifically, philosophically, morally, or spiritually.  It is not an honest theory.  How is it that some very bright and sharp minds have become dim and dull with respect to this explanation of our origins?  
c. If intent is prior to content, what possible intentions are behind this pernicious lie?  Here’s at least one:  

“I had motives for not wanting the world to have a meaning; consequently I assumed that it had none, and was able without any difficulty to find satisfying reasons for this assumption.  Most ignorance is vincible ignorance.  We don’t know because we don’t want to know.  It is our will that decides how and upon what subjects we shall use our intelligence.  Those who detect no meaning in the world generally do so because, for one reason or another, it suits their books that the world should be meaningless.” 
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What is becoming clear is that our lives are not really OUR lives, in an ownership sense, but rather in a stewardship sense; that we have been entrusted with the responsibility of not only guarding a treasure (God’s image in our lives), but doing our best to come alongside God in restoring that glorious image.

10. Think of the way you live out the life that God has entrusted in your care.  Are there ways that you are not preserving the image of God in your own life?  What steps can you take to better understand, value, and display His image in your own life?  Will you take those steps?

When historical preservationists seek to restore an old, but historical property to its former glory and grandeur, they painstakingly study everything they can get their hands on pertaining to that property – pictures, drawings, renderings, blueprints, etc.  They need to know its design, its purpose, its use, and its feel and aura.  Only then can they begin the task of preserving it and restoring it to its original glory. 


You and I were created in the image of God!  To reflect His glory!  The only way we’re going to improve that reflection is to draw closer to the One whose image we are reflecting.  The more He is actually in your life, the greater His image will be displayed through you.  The only way He will actually be more in your life is if you bring Him into your life more … through prayer, listening to Him through His word, and obeying Him unequivocally.
11. Take some time to carefully and read through Psalm 19, savoring it, praying through it, and submitting to it.  

Coram Deo

We must train ourselves to truly value and treasure God’s image in each person, and in each group of persons, we come into contact with.  God especially has a heart for “the least of these,” those whom have been devalued by society.  Yet, they too bear God’s image … and often times in greater measure!  It’s just that our self-centered human eyes and hearts refuse to recognize it.  Our mandate is to protect them and to acknowledge the great value they are to society, not to regard them as a drain on society and to discard them as less than useful contributors.

That is why TD has been serving each month at the So. Pas Convalescent Home since 1989, has gone to homeless shelters, serves those affected by disabilities at the Special Ed fellowship and at Joni and Friends Family Retreat every year, serves at the Arizona Youth Summer Missions Project annually.

12. Read Matthew 25:34-45.  Then, take some time to consider how you can better reach out to the “least of these,” and help be their advocate – at your home, neighborhood, school, or at church.  Consider our ministry to the convalescent home, as well as this summer’s missions opportunities with Joni and Friends or YSMP.
